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Welcome!

#SustainableCities #SmartCities

There is no lack of sustainable, climate friendly and smart technologies, but there seems to 

be challenges to implement and upscale them in city structures. Could finance be a barrier?

o Today: Selected cities share their experiences, progress and challenges in developing a 

sustainable, climate neutral city; with a specific focus on the financing need and potential 

solutions for funding. 

o We (SEI, Cleantech Scandinavia and SSE-SIR Misum) - Viable Cities’ Finance project (2020-

2022), funded by Viable Cities

https://www.sei.org/projects-and-tools/projects/city-planning/
https://www.viablecities.se/hem


Our panelists

#SustainableCities #SmartCities

• Gustaf Landahl

Head of Department of Planning and the Environment, City of Stockholm

• Frans-Anton Vermast

Senior Strategy Advisor Low Carbon and Connected Urban Planning, Amsterdam City

• Bud Braughton

Smart Columbus Project Manager

• Serge De Gheldere

Lead at Futureproofed & Klimaatzaak; Member of the Board and Executive Committee of 

Leuven2030



Agenda
14:30 Introduction to the session

o Fedra Vanhuyse, Head of Societal Transitions Unit – Senior Research Fellow, Stockholm Environment Institute

14:35 The city perspective

o Gustaf Landahl, Head of Department of Planning and the Environment, City of Stockholm

o Frans-Anton Vermast, Senior Strategy Advisor Low Carbon and Connected Urban Planning, Amsterdam City

o Bud Braughton, Smart Columbus Project Manager

14.50 Financing sustainable city plans

o Serge De Gheldere, Lead at Futureproofed & Klimaatzaak; Member of the board and Executive Committee of 

Leuven2030

14:55 Q&A session between moderator and panellists

15:30 Q&A session with the audience

15:55 Concluding remarks

o Fedra Vanhuyse



House rules

#SustainableCities #SmartCities

o Use the Q&A chat function to post your questions for the Q&A session at 15:30 CET

o Please state your name and organization/country

o Be short and clear
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Concluding remarks



Concluding remarks

#SustainableCities #SmartCities

National legislation necessary to push sustainable city agenda; but regulatory “holiday” for pilot projects

From pilot to scaling: private sector to step in; city government facilitator in this

Combine different investment needs to have more leverage and go to market; 

Finances: balance needed

Transportation needs to be tackled – change need for commuting; add broadband; EV and biofuel cars; overcome range 

anxiety

Declining and rural cities: help from bigger cities – solutions available for everyone

Asking for forgiveness instead of permission?

Next sessions:

o November 9: The role of private financiers

o November 16: Funding mechanisms

o November: 16: The business case for sustainable cities finance

More info: https://smartcityscandinavia.com/

https://smartcityscandinavia.com/


Thank you!


